MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 11, 1999

TO. CHl EF JUDGES

FROM John D. Ferry, Jr.

SUBJ: Adm ni strative Policy Menorandum 1999-01; Batterer

| nt erventi on St andards

In July 1997, the Governor established the Task Force on Batterer
Intervention Standards. The charge given the nulti-disciplinary
task force was to “develop statewi de standards for prograns
providing services to court-ordered perpetrators of donestic
violence and to nmke recommendations for inproving the courts
response to this crime(donestic assault).” After a year of
i ntensive work, the task force finalized their recommendati ons and
presented themto the Governor, who has endorsed them The purpose
of the standards are to:

1. Provide guidelines for et hi cal and accountabl e
i ntervention systens to better protect victins and ot her
fam |y menbers.

2. Provide a framework for the use of batterer intervention
as a part of the continuum of the coordinated community
response to this crimnal behavior.

3. Establish the mnimum level of respectful, humane,
consistent, and appropriate intervention provided to
persons convi cted of a donestic violence related crim nal
char ge.

4, Enhance public awareness of donestic violence issues,
give batterers increased access to appropriate
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intervention (treatnent) services, and reinforce the
concept that violent behavior is unacceptable.

Assist in helping judges and others identify Batterer
Intervention Services (BIYS) t hat are reliable,
predictable and responsive sources of intervention
(treatnent).

Provide the public and the <court wth realistic
expect ati ons of service.

These standards set out a process and establish a criteria for:

Case I ntake
Lethality Eval uation

Requi ri ng mandat ory reporting of child abuse and negl ect
as well as other crimnal behavior

Est abl i shing a m ni mum curricul um

Est abl i shi ng recomrended net hods for treatnment i ncl udi ng,
group size and facilitation

| dentifying contra-indicated treatnent nethods including
couple and famly counseling, and alternative dispute
resol ution

Est abl i shing conpletion criteria

Est abl i shi ng net hods for identifying contractual and non-
conpliance discharge fromthe treatnent program

Est abl i shi ng recommended program policies

Est abl i shing recommended | ength of treatnent program( a
m ni mum of 26 sessions). (Sessions are usually provided
once a week)

Establi shing prerequisite credential for facilitators,
programcoordi nhators, interns, volunteers etc. (treatnent
staff)
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. Est abl i shing a m ni mrum nunber of training hours per year
for facilitators
. Est abl i shi ng programreporting(record keepi ng) standards

In an effort to provide judges with information on all recomended
and appropriate options wth which to address issues associ ated
wi th domestic viol ence, encl osed please find a copy of the Batterer
Intervention Standards. To facilitate use of the standards, we are
al so providing a checklist that courts can and should provide to
any programdesiring to qualify to provide court ordered batterer
treat nent.

| mpl enentation of the Batterer Intervention Standards is part of a
joint effort between the State Court Admnistrative Ofice, the
Governor’s Ofice, the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of
M chigan and, the Famly I|ndependence Agency, Donestic Violence
Prevention and Treatnment Board to facilitate the use of high
quality batterer treatnment prograns and to strengthen the
coordi nation of justice systemresponse to the crinme of donmestic
violence. As a part of this effort, we urge you to work cl osely
Wi th your county prosecutors office, probation departnent and | ocal
donestic viol ence shelter program

The checkli st can be used by a | ocal donestic viol ence coordi nating
council to evaluate batterer treatnment progranms. It can also be
distributed (as a sel f-evaluation docunent) by courts that do not
have a | ocal coordinating counsel.

We believe adoption of the standards is an inportant step towards
ensuring quality batterer treatnent prograns and, will assist | ocal
courts and other agencies involved in preventing or prosecuting
donestic violence crines in dealing wth these matters nore
effectively. Qur goal in the justice systemis to keep victins
safe and to hol d abusers account abl e.

Pl ease contact Pam Creighton at (517) 373-4843 if you have any
guestions concerning the standards or their inplenentation.

cc: Regional Adm nistrators
Trial Court Adm nistrators
Janmes Covaul t
Panel a Crei ghton



